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Can You Keep Wildlife?
Living in Australia gives us the opportunity to observe and live alongside our native species. There are a lot of beautiful animals that share our backyards, gardens and suburbs with us. When living in remote areas and rural properties, we come across a variety of wildlife which in many cases people would like to take from their natural habitat and keep as pets.  
All Australian wildlife is protected by each state’s legislation and if you decide to keep wildlife, you need to be fully aware of the regulations, licenses and consequences that may affect your decision. Regulations differ in each state and it is strongly recommended that you consult your state legislation body for more information on keeping wildlife.
In Western Australia, the governing body is the Department of Environment and Conservation. They have strict regulations in terms of keeping wildlife and taking wildlife from their natural habitat. These regulations MUST be obeyed to conserve our native species. Those who take wildlife from their natural habitats will face harsh fines, or even imprisonment for not following procedures that are in place to protect fauna and flora. 

It is against the law to take an animal from its natural habitat and keep it as a pet. It is also against the law to take fauna or flora from natural habitats and sell or smuggle species overseas, interstate, or intrastate. If anyone is found doing this type of activity they will be prosecuted and Wildlife Officers have the authority to inspect homes, arrest and convict. 
However, there are some species that you are able to keep as pets with the right licences. Some species of birds and reptiles come into this category. No other animal species are eligible for keeping. For a list of reptile (herpetofauna) and amphibian species and bird (aviculture) species that you are able to keep as pets please contact D.E.C.
Wildlife care also comes under strict scrutiny in terms of guidelines and regulations. D.E.C has created “The Minimum Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Western Australia” that gives wildlife carers guidelines of what is acceptable and not acceptable when caring for wildlife. There is also certain acts of legislation such as the “Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970” which wildlife carers must obey when caring for wildlife and these documents may be obtained from the Department of Environment and Conservations website here. 
Although keeping wildlife like birds and reptiles as pets can be done, to see them in their natural surroundings is so much more enjoyable. If you make your garden or backyard more wildlife friendly (see document “How to make a wildlife friendly garden”) you can enjoy Australia’s native species at its best…in the wild. You can also go to national parks and conservation areas to observe how they act in the wild, take photos, videos etc. That way, wildlife stays in their natural surroundings and future generations can enjoy the same experiences that you do. 
If you find an injured animal please contact your local wildlife rescue centre ASAP.
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